New  Year's  Eve,  1890. 
Dear  Friends  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Street  Club: 

These  closing  hours  of  1890  I  want  to  spend  with  you,  and 
in  them  to  review  the  history  of  the  past  year  in  our  Society. 

We  are  nearly  seven  years  old,  and  never  have  we  had  a 
happier  or  inoi'e  prosperous  year.  It  has,  indeed,  been  our 
Club,  and  each  of  us  have  learned  to  love  our  Thirty-eighth 
Street  home,  as  even  we  have  never  loved  it  before. 

During  the  early  months  of  1890,  we  were  interested  in  pre- 
paring for  the  first  Convention  of  the  Association  of  Working 
Girls'  Societies,  and  as  a  Society  we  did  our  part  in  the  papers, 
discussion,  and  entertainment ;  and  from  the  Convention  we 
gained  fresh  enthusiasm,  and  an  added  impulse  toward  co-opera- 
tive effort. 

In  Jane  I  left  you  for  ten  weeks,  and  felt  glad  and  proud 
when  I  returned  to  learn  that  in  no  previous  summer  had  the 
dues  been  more  promptly  paid,  or  the  social  work  of  the  Club 
more  effective. 

In  September  classes  resumed  and  were  full  of  earnest 
students.  Thus  far,  this  winter,  an  active  interest  has  been 
shown  in  all  branches.  Let  us  go  back  and  take  up  the  work  in 
detail.  From  January  1,  1890,  to  January  1,  1891,  13,068  visits 
were  paid  to  the  rooms — 251  per  week,  or  an  average  of  41  a 
night.  This  was  nearly  2,000  more  than  during  any  previous 
year.  We  have  had  during  the  year  the  following  classes  and 
attendance : 


Sewing  and  Embroidery,  average   70 

Musical  Drill   50 

Dressmaking   30 

Millinery   18 

Cooking   20 

English  Literature   12 

First  Aid  to  the  Injured   40 
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111  addition,  each  Tuesday  there  has  been  a  Practical  Talk  or 
Lectnre,  with  an  average  attendance  of  70.  These  are,  perhaps, 
the  most  valuable  features  of  our  work,  for  by  the  talks  we  find 
out  what  we  know,  how  much  we  still  must  know,  and  together 
learn  those  things  which  help  to  make  us  stronger,  nobler  women. 
In  a  busy  life  we  do  not  have  time  to  think  as  we  ought,  and 
these  talks  make  us  form  the  habit  of  thinking,  and  are  brain 
strengtheners. 

In  October,  we  adopted  a  new  plan  for  the  talks,  viz.:  We 
selected,  by  voting  upon  them,  topics  for  a  year  in  advance,  and 
had  them  printed.  Each  week  papers  are  written  and  read ; 
discussion  follows,  and  often  thoughts  are  written  out  at  the  end 
of  the  evening.  As  a  result,  the  talks  have  never  been  so  inter- 
esting or  helpful. 

Under  the  charming  influence  of  oar  dear  Secretary,  Mrs. 
Irvin,  the  Wednesday  evenings  are  bright  and  delightful  to  the 
large  number  who  want  to  become  more  skilful  with  their 
fingers. 

The  summer  brought  vacations  to  many,  and  Miller's  Place, 
Mountainville,  Liberty,  Farmington,  Pittsfield,  etc.,  recall  most 
restful  hours  spent  in  those  refreshing  spots.  Then  there  were 
many  afternoon  excursions,  and  in  October,  "  Our  Nutting 
Party." 

No  words  can  describe  the  pleasure  of  that  day,  and  we  will 
long  be  grateful  to  those  who  gave  us  the  glimpse  of  the  river, 
woods,  and  mountains. 

The  Resolve  Club  has  continued  to  do  good  work,  and  during 
this  year  hundreds  of  fresh  eggs,  as  many  quarts  of  beef-tea, 
flowers,  fruits,  and  other  delicacies,  have  gone  out  from  Thir- 
ty-eighth Street  to  bring  refreshment  and  cheer  to  sick 
people. 

Garments  for  poor  families  have  been  made,  baby  jackets  and 
slips  sewed,  and  this  month  we  were  able  to  fill  sixty-nine  stock- 
ings, and  give  a  Christmas-tree  to  sixty  children.  Last  month, 
by  vote,  we  changed  the  name  from  The  Resolve  Club  to  the 
"  Lend-a-Hand  Committee,"  and  Mrs.  Fitts  was  appointed  chair- 
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man.  This  is  to  do  the  same  work,  and  the  spirit  of  the  motto 
is  to  be  kept,  viz. : 

"  Look  up  and  not  down, 
Look  out  and  not  in, 
Look  forward  and  not  back, 
Lend  a  hand." 

From  this  Committee  emanates  the  beneficent  work  of  the 
Chib,  and  the  Committee  should  consist  of  .every  Thirty-eighth 
Street  Club  member.    There  is  room  for  each  and  all. 

Closely  allied  to  this  branch,  we  have  our  Three  P.  Circle, 
now  numbering  fifty-two  members.  This  is  for  the  development 
of  more  earnest  womanhood;  for  making  homes,  etc.  The 
motto  words,  Purity,  Perseverance,  Pleasantness,  mean  much. 
The  plan  adopted  is :  That  the  members  subscribe  to  the  Re- 
minder card  with  its  six  clauses,  and  pay  twenty-five  cents  an- 
nual dues.  Each  month  some  reminder  goes  to  them  from  the 
leader — either  a  card  or  a  leaflet.  These  bring  up  anew  the 
spirit  of  the  circle,  and  each  month,  on  a  Tuesday  evening,  a 
talk  upon  an  allied  subject  is  given. 

The  Penny  Provident  Fund  has  done  well.  It  has  now  107 
depositors,  and  many  dollars  are  saved  which  would  otherwise 
be  spent.  As  a  Society,  we  all  owe  a  vote  of  thanks  to  our  faith- 
ful treasurer.  Miss  Patterson  and  her  assistant  Miss  Gilligan. 
Those  who  have  been  privileged  to  examine  their  books  find  all 
in  exact  order,  and  no  word  of  complaint  has  come  from  any 
member  as  to  a  mistake  in  the  record  of  dues.  The  envelope 
system  has  been  a  great  help,  and  we  are  proud  of  our  record. 
The  Treasurer's  report  will  give  you  the  figures,  but  I  cannot 
refrain  from  congratulating  you  upon  the  amount  of  the  fees 
and  dues.    $580.86  represent  many  twenty-five  cent  pieces. 

This  year  a  friendlier  spirit  has  developed  among  us.  We 
recognized  that  we  were  not  as  courteous  as  we  should  be  to  new 
comers,  and  a  Hospitality  Committee  was  formed.  This  has  done 
good  work  and  can  do  still  better.  In  the  fall  it  was  thought  wise 
to  bring  more  amusement  into  the  Club,  and  an  Entertainment 
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Committee  was  formed,  with  Miss  Margaret  Simpson  as  chairman  ; 
ah-eady  we  have  enjoyed  two  entertainments,  the  first  given  by 
the  junior  members. 

Anotlier  branch  has  been  added  during  tiie  year,  viz.,  one 
composed  of  members  who  have  married.  The  Domestic  Circle, 
with  its  Wednesday  afternoon  meetings,  proves  to  be  a  great 
success,  and  those  of  us  who  are  looking  forward  to  homes  of 
our  own  can  feel  that  we  need  not  leave  the  Society,  but  that 
there  is  still  a  place  for  us  in  it. 

Another  important  outgrowth  should  make  us  all  glad.  We 
have  an  Annex,  and  in  this  down-town  branch  there  are  about 
fifty-five  active  Thirty-eighth  Street  members. 

Another  bond  of  union  among  us  all  is  our  Association  paper. 
Far  and  Near.  This  should  be,  in  fact  as  w^ell  as  name,  our 
paper,  and  we  should  work  and  write  for  it. 

Sorrow  has  come  to  us  with  all  our  gladness.  We  have  lost 
members ;  some  have  moved  away,  some  married  and  left  the 
city,  and  some  the  Angel  of  Death  has  removed.  We  have 
mourned  several  faithful  members.  First,  Miss  Nellie  Dwyer. 
In  July,  Miss  Katie  Pyne  died  suddenly.  She  had  been  one  of 
our  oldest  and  most  active  workers,  and  we  all  miss  her.  Our 
last  loss  came  only  three  weeks  ago  when  Miss  Annie  Ferguson 
w^as  also  taken  suddenly  away.  She  was  one  of  our  happy  young 
members  who  made  us  bright  by  her  simple  presence.  She  loved 
the  Club  and  visited  it  the  last  time  she  was  out,  and  left  mes- 
sages for  us.  She  was  glad  to  go  to  her  Higher  Home,  though 
sorry  to  leave  her  family  and  friends. 

The  year  is  over,  and  now  it  is  New  Year's  day.  What 
shall  1891,  which  is  open  before  us,  bring  ?  We  want  still  to 
grow  in  earnest  co-operative  spirit.  I  would  like  to  see  larger 
Cooking  and  Millinery  classes,  and  would  be  pleased  to  know  of 
the  formation  of  new  classes  in  strictly  literary  or  school  work. 

An  editorial  in  the  December  Far  and  Near  impressed  me, 
and  I  want  to  quote  passages  from  it. 

"  As  matters  stand,  our  clubs  are  monarchies  which  it  pleases 
us  to  call  republics,  and  in  which  our  queens  masquerade,  with 
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more  or  less  skill,  as  presidents.  This  statement  is  not  too  strong. 
Our  presidents  have  practically  unlimited  power,  and  it  depends 
much  upon  both  their  will  and  their  tact  whether  the  societies  are, 
in  any  real  sense,  '  governed  by  the  members,  for  the  members  ' 
or  not.  If  a  president  has  what  is  called  a  'genius  for  leading,' 
the  chances  are  against  anyone  else  having  much  voice  in  the 
government,  or  if  she  has  all  the  good-will  in  the  world  and  is 
deficient  in  tact,  she  will  never  discover  the  real  wishes  of  the 
majority.  There  may  be  many  club  members  who  do  not  realize 
this,  but  anyone  who  has  held  the  office  of  president  feels  sure  of 
it.  After  an  animated  business  meeting,  many  a  presiding  offi- 
cer has  felt — as  perhaps  no  one  else  present  has  done — that  she 
has,  unconsciously,  and  against  her  will,  enforced  her  ow^n  wishes 
too  much,  or  that  with  e\'ei'y  desire  to  draw  out  the  real  opinions 
of  the  other  members  she  has  only  succeeded  in  making  those 
speak  who  agreed  with  her.  On  the  Practical  Talk  evenings, 
the  girls  soon  learn  to  talk  readily  among  themselves  and  to  the 
leader  of  the  Talk,  but  it  seems  to  be  much  more  difficult  to  speak 
at  a  business  meeting.  The  size  of  the  audience  has  a  discour- 
aging effect  upon  those  who  dread  the  sound  of  their  own  voices, 
for  there  are  always  more  members  present  on  business  nights 
than  upon  any  others  (proving,  by  the  way,  that  there  is  an 
interest  felt  in  the  business  of  the  Society)  and  it  is  also  upon 
these  evenings  that  most  outsiders  are  apt  to  appear.  The  chief 
reason,  however,  is  that  the  formality  of  a  meeting  conducted  by 
parliamentary  rules  is  alarming  to  the  inexperienced.  To  '  put 
a  motion  '  is  not  a  very  great  feat  to  one  who  is  familiar  with 
such  methods,  but  the  very  sound  of  the  words  undoubtedly 
rouses  a  feeling  of  helplessness  in  many  feminine  minds.  An- 
other difficulty  is  that  of  crowding  all  the  business  relating  to  a 
club  of  from  two  to  three  hundred  members  into  an  hour  and  a 
half.  To  do  this  the  president  must  slur  over  some  points  and 
dwell  upon  others  which  she  considers  especially  important ;  must 
carry  through,  without  much  discussion,  a  measure  which  she 
thinks  vitally  necessary  ;  must  cut  short  irrelevant  remarks  and 
so  discourage  some  other  girl  whose  words  would  be  a  help — all 
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for  lack  of  time.  The  business  meeting  is  all  we  have  now,  and 
after  it  is  over  the  members  separate  with  the  consciousness  that 
for  another  month  all  responsibility  rests  with  the  officers,  though 
it  is  to  be  feared  that,  in  many  cases,  the  officers  themselves  go 
home  with  a  comfortable  feeling  that  most  of  the  care  is  to  be 
left  to  the  president,  whose  lead  they  have  been  so  careful  to 
follow  during  the  meeting. 

"  One  more  difficulty  :  the  spirit  of  love  is  the  one  most  easily 
aroused  among  us,  but  this,  which  is  a  president's  greatest  joy 
and  help,  is  also  her  greatest  stumbling-block.  The  president 
who  is  most  popular  and  most  beloved  is  the  very  one  who  has 
the  hardest  time  discovering  her  mistakes,  for  in  reigning  over 
the  hearts  of  the  other  members  she  involuntarily  gains  too  much 
ascendency  over  their  minds,  and  because  they  love  her  they  do 
not  disagree  with  her.  If  we  should  take  a  vote  of  the  presi- 
dents alone,  their  decision  would  undoubtedly  be  for  any  altera- 
tion which  would  limit  their  power  and  define  their  responsi- 
bilities. This  can  be  best  done  by  dividing  the  cares  of  govern- 
ment among  several,  and  at  the  same  time  providing  a  method 
of  accurately  ascertaining  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  whole 
club." 

Your  confidence  in  me  and  love  for  me  I  esteem  as  one  of  my 
greatest  gifts  and  joys,  but  as  this  article  says,  I  feel  that  you  let 
me  lead  too  much.  Do  not  let  it  be  so  any  longer.  Let  me 
simply  be  a  president,  aiding  you  in  carrying  out  your  ideas  ;  ex- 
press them  freely,  feel  that  the  Society  belongs  to  you.  Again, 
let  me  quote  from  Far  and  jSfear^  and  this  time  from  one  of  my 
own  articles  which  was  written  for  you,  but  which,  by  mistake, 
you  did  not  receive.  After  an  introduction  referring  to  the  con- 
vention, it  reads  as  follows : 

"The  point  brought  out  by  many  of  the  papers  and  much  of 
the  discussion,  was  that  of  individual  responsibility  for  general 
welfare.  Thus,  when  a  girl  joins  a  society  or  club,  she  forms 
one  of  a  number,  and  is  responsible  not  only  for  her  own  enjoy- 
ment and  benefit,  but  also  for  that  of  the  other  members.  The 
objects  as  given  in  the  by-laws  of  one  society  are,  '  By  combina- 
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tion,  to  provide  whatever  is  necessary  for  the  happiness  and  de- 
velopment of  the  members.  To  create  a  centre  where  enjoy- 
ment, friendship,  and  opportunities  of  improvement  can  be 
fonnd.'  To  combine  means  to  join  together ;  and  as  each  one 
adds  something  to  the  general  good,  thousands  of  girls  by  com- 
bining in  groups  of  fifty  or  more,  are  making  their  lives  stronger 
and  happier. 

"  The  winter  is  coming,  a  new  year  will  soon  be  here,  and  in 
societies  there  grows  a  desire  to  make  the  rooms  more  attractive, 
the  Club  life  more  helpful,  the  feeling  of  unity  stronger.  How 
is  this  to  be  done  but  by  each  one  of  us  taking  a  personal  interest 
and  personal  responsibility  in  the  work  and  in  the  daily  evening 
occupations  ?  If  appointed  on  committees,  serve  gladly,  faith- 
fully ;  if  members  of  classes,  attend  regularly,  promptly  ;  if  an 
old  member,  try  to  make  the  strangers  feel  at  home ;  if  a  new 
member  come  forward  and  join  the  interests  of  the  evening,  feel- 
ing that  you,  too,  have  a  place  there.  If  finances  are  low,  try  to 
bring  in  new  members  or  re-interest  those  behind  in  dues.  If 
new  ideas  come  to  any  of  you,  do  not  be  afraid  of  speaking  out, 
but  bring  your  thoughts  to  the  officers,  or  present  them  at  the 
business  meetings.  Feel  that  the  reputation  and  credit  of  the 
Society  rests  with  each  one  of  you,  for  by  the  actions  of  one  or 
two  members  the  whole  Society  will  often  be  judged.  Carry 
the  bright,  helpful  influences  of  the  Club  to  the  home,  shop,  and 
factory,  as  well  as  try  to  make  the  rooms  happy  places  to  one  and 
all.  A  small  book  has  recently  been  issued,  entitled  '  Love,  the 
Supreme  Gift.'  It  is  based  upon  some  sacred  words  which  de- 
fine love  as  having  nine  attributes  or  parts,  viz. :  patience,  kind- 
ness, generosity,  humility,  unselfishness,  courtesy,  sincerity,  and 
guilelessness.  These  words  mean  much,  and  it  is  just  this  com- 
pound word  love  that  each  member  of  each  club  needs  to  bring 
to  her  society,  and  to  carry  out." 

Kobler,  more  earnest  womanhood  has  been  the  key-note  of  our 
Club  life,  and  let  us  develop  this  still  more.  Let  us  gain  happi- 
ness, cheer,  and  mirth  from  our  Society  ;  but  do  not  let  this  ever 
prevent  us  from  developing  ourselves.    Life  means  work  as  well 
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as  play.  So  does  Club  life.  Then  let  us  help  each  other  to 
nobler  growth,  remembering  that  we  are  responsible  for  more 
than  ourselves. 

For  this  year,  let  us  take  these  three  words  as  our  motto :  Trust, 
Co-operation,  Love,  and  live  up  to  them,  trusting  one  another  in 
loving  co-operation,  realizing  that  in  our  Society,  as  in  our  lives, 
we  need  the  help  and  blessing  of  our  Heavenly  Father,  which  He 
will  surely  give  when  we  love  and  honor  Him,  and  do  unto 
others  as  we  woidd  have  them  do  unto  us. 

Gkace  H.  Dodge, 

President. 


